Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Secretary of State for Education
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London

SW1A 0AA.

Date:

Campaign against ‘Compulsory Worship’ in state funded schools
Dear Mr Gove

I bring to your attention that I have added my name to the growing number of citizens in the UK who find the law referenced by the acts and circular listed below, which requires children to be subjected to compulsory acts of worship to the Christian God in every state funded school in England and Wales, to be regressive, repugnant and a violation of a child’s human rights to be free of such invasive coercion towards religious belief.

· 1944 Education Act

· 1996 Education Act
· 1988 Education Reform Act
· 1998 School Standards and Framework Act
· DfEE Circular 1/94
These acts state that:

· Each pupil in attendance at a community, foundation or voluntary school shall on each school day take part in an act of collective worship.
· The worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character which must contain some elements which relate to the traditions of Christian belief and which accord a special status to Jesus Christ. 
For a forward thinking country in the 21st century, to have laws which force children to ‘worship’ hypothetical deities, is totally inappropriate, and wholly unacceptable. 

There are abundant buildings in the UK constructed for the specific purpose of offering worship to deities; parents have the option of taking their children to such buildings to offer collective worship, or to offer worship as a family in the family home if they so wish. There is therefore no requirement to extend the act of worshipping deities into buildings set aside for the specific purpose of educating children.
I urge you, as Secretary of State for Education, to put the necessary actions in place now, to abolish this hideous law, with immediate effect.

Yours sincerely
